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FOR ACTIVISTS 





Loggers move in 


Lubicons Vow 
Direct Action 


Bee: Lumber, Ltd, began | 
| 


logging operations in unceded 
Lubicon territory two weeks ago, 
finally making the threat that has hung 
over the heads of the Lubicon people 
for over a year a reality (See back 
issues of Ecomedia). The Lubicon 
Cree Nation of northern Alberta has 
withstood over 10 years of intense oil 
development on their lands, develop- 
ment which destroyed their traditional 
hunting and trapping economy and 
forced 95% of the nation onto welfare. 
Forestry is the latest in a litany of injus- 
tices perpetrated against this 500 
member Native community. 
Buchanan is one of four companies 
that threatened to start logging this 
fall; three others then promised not to 
cut this season. However Brewster 
Construction, a subsidiary of the 
Japanese multinatiozanal Daishowa 
Inc., has begun cutting logging roads 
through known Lubicon traplines in 





the area, allthe while denying it to the 


| press. 


On November 8, Bernard Omi- 
nayak, chief of the Lubicon Nation, 
released the following statement: 


“After years of unsuccessfully trying 
to protect Lubicon land rights 
through the Canadian Courts and 
around the negotiating table — dur- 





ing which time unauthorized resource 
exploitation activity in our unceded 
traditional territory has continued atan 
ever accelerating rate doing great and 
growing damage to our traditional 
society and way of life — the Lubicon 
people have regretfully concluded that 
we have no choice but to once again 
enforce our legitimate jurisdiction over 


Continued on page 3) 





GRAPO Hungerstrike ... 
First Anniversary 


n November 30th it will be a 
year since the prisoners of 
GRAPO (tst of October Anti- 
Fascist Resistance Groups) and 
PCE (r) (Communist Party of Spain - 
reconstituted) began their hunger- 
strike for re-unification and an end 


to isolation, torture and dispersion. In 
this one year period, they have seen no 
change in the hardline policy of the 
Spanish government, which refuses to 
grant any of their demands. This has 
been the longest hungerstrike by po- 

(continued on page 4) 
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Time For Anarchist Alternatives 


Perhaps we should be grateful to 
Brian Mulroney for dramatizing the 
fact, which should have been clear all 
along but is rarely mentioned by news 
commentators, that the people have 
no real control over their government 
or the policies it enacts. For five 
years, the PM is an allpowerful des- 
pot; voters have no way to force him 
to keep election promises. if they do 
turf him out at the end of his time, his 
corporate friends will see that he’s 
well provided for. If he winds up on 
two or three corporate boards he’ll 





have more power than he does as 
prime minister, since corporations 
tell the prime minister what to do. 
Mulroney has dramatized this situ- 
ation by insisting on following poli- 
cies abhorent to most Canadians 
(previous leaders would have pulled 
back before reaching this point, and 
found less unpopular means of filling 
their goals.) Being confronted with 
our powerlessness is the first step 
towards doing something about it. 
We won’t deal with it as long as we 
continue to rely on institutions cre- 


ated by the state to produce change. 
Various provinces and individuals are 
now before the courts challenging 
everything from the GST to the senate 
appointments. Ifitis true that a person 
who buys a lottery ticket has a greater 
chance of dropping dead before the 
lottery than winning, it is equally true 
that there is a greater chance of the 
court being trampled by a herd of 
runaway elephants than of any of 

these cases being successful. 
Another example of over-reliancd 
(continued on page 4) 





Direct Action Vowed 


(continued from page 1) 


our: unceded traditional territory and 
to defend ourselves and our lands as 
best we can. 

“Effective immediately anyone 
wishing to exploit natural resources in 
unceded Lubicon territory will require 
Operating permits, licences and 
leases from the Lubicon people. 
Approval of such operating permits, 
licences and leases will be subject to 
the payment of past and future royal- 
ties and to compliance with Lubicon 
environmental protection and wildlife 
management laws. Failure to obtain 
such operating permits, licences and 
leases will make unauthorized proj- 
ects subject to removal at any time 
without further notice. 

“No further public statements are 
planned regarding possible removal 





of unauthorized projects and no fur- 
ther notice will be given. 

“The Lubicon people call upon de- 
cent people everywhere to support 
our efforts to defend ourselves and 
our lands.” 


The Lubicon nation has also re- 
fused to negotiate with the province 
any further until they stop granting de- 
velopment leases to unceded Lubi- 
con lands. 

The Lubicon nation was promiseda 
reserve 50 years ago. The promise 
was never kept, and since the discov- 
ery of massive oil deposits under their 
land, every attempt has been made to 
delay, divide and destroy the commu- 
nity. Two years ago the nation 
blocked access roads to their tradi- 





tional lands, resulting in 27 arrests and 
a new round of negotiations with the 
federal government, which broke 
down in January 1989. Last December 
Petro Canada and Norcen shut in their 
oil wells after the nation threatened to 
dismantle them if they didn’t pay roy- 
alties to the Lubicons. 

Now, with the added destruction 
wrought by foresters, the nation’s 
strategy is to dismantle all develop- 
ments: with hundreds of oil wells, 
pipelines, hydro towers, and other 
structures on their land, there’s no 
way all these can be protected by 
police. The nation’s corporate ene- 
mies might also be reminded that their 
other developments are located in 
remote areas across Canada, and if 
things heat up in the Lubicon territo- 
ries it’s possible outside supporters 
might take action in solidarity, much 
like the wave of solidarity actions dur- 
ing the Oka crisis this summer. The 
warning has been given; let the cards 
fall where they may. 
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Behind the 
Middle East Conflict 


The problems of the Middle East 
have their basis in the arbitrary division 
of the land into various countries after 
WW1. During the war, the allied na- 
tions had promised the Arabs inde- 
pendent states and the Jews a home- 
land in Palestine, but after winning Brit- 
ain and France instead added the 
Middle Eastto their empires. Countries 
were created on the basis of which 
imperial power “owned” what real es- 
tate, with total disregard for ethnic 
demography (the colonial powers had 
already done the same thing in Africa, 
paving the way for the civil wars which 
followed independence in many of the 
countries.) Iraq, for instance, com- 
bined Shia Muslims, Sunni Muslims, 
Kurds, Jews and Christian Assyrians. 
Kuwait was created separately so that 
Iraq would remain virtually landlocked 
and Britain could control its access to 
the Mediterranean; Lebanon was cre- 
ated to deny Syria sea access. 

After WW2 the USA took over these 
middle eastern empires and ruled with 
the same iron fist, as for instance in its 
arranging the overthrow of the popular 
Mossadeq government in Iran in the 
early I950s. In the early1970s, the USA 
supported the Shah of Iran despite his 
widespread use of torture, and at his 
request the Americans supplied the 
Kurds of Iraq with money and assur- 
ances for their liberation struggle 
against lraq. When the Shah settled his 
dispute with Iraq, the USA promptly cut 
off all aid to the Kurds, and its media 





ignored the subsequent massacres 
and poison gassings which saw 
700,000 Kurds killed or interned. 
lraq’s atrocities during its war with 
Iran were also downplayed, since 
the USA was giving Iraq diplomatic 
support. 

Iraq feels that itneeds sea access 
for its vital oil exports, and after 
trying vainly to lease from Kuwait 
two islands which would have af- 
forded it such access has resorted 
to invasion. Since Saddam Hussein 
and George Bush are both homi- 
cidal maniacs, we should not let our 





natural indignation over their war 
crimes prevent us from seeking a just 
peace in the Middle East as an alterna- 
tive to war. The only such basis would 
be to allow each ethnic group (includ- 
ing the Palestinians) to control those 
lands in which it comprises a majority 
of the population. The USA seems 
prepared to impose its own military 
solution, and in Ottawa Prime Minister 
Quisling has indicated that Canada 
would support this. If it happens, 
longterm peace wili be farther away 
than ever. 





Faeries Irritated 


Towards the end of last summer 
Midwest Men’s Festival in lowa, 
there was a 6 am raid by 17 federal, 
state, and local officers. They ar- 
rested one man for sexually abus- 
ing a 9-year-old boy and one man 
for possession of pot. The boy who 
was supposedly abused has de- 
nied that there was any sexual 
abuse. The Feds also seized regis- 
tration materials, photos of past 
gatherings, and calls for future 
gatherings. Two informants had 
infiltrated the gathering. 

The raid involved the coopera- 


| 





tion of federal, state, and local offi- 
cials, and was at least two years in the 
making. An lowa court later awarded 
the Feds the right to keep the materi- 
als seized. 

The Midwest Men’s Festival is a 
Faerie-type gathering of gay men 
which has taken place for nine years. 

Although the raid occured during 
the summer, no media coverage has 
been given to this incident. It is defi- 
nately worthy of notice because the 
organizing of the raid and the keeping 
of seized materials have ominous 
implications for activist everywhere. 
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Second Year ... 


Time For 
Alternatives 


on the courts is that some people actu- 
ally expected areasonable verdict from 
the inquest into Lester Donaldson’s 
murder. Confronted with the absurd 
claim that five trained cops in a room 
with one allegedly violent prisoner 
could find no means of subduing him 
other than shooting him dead, the jury 
ignored reason and went with the in- 
stinctive bourgeois instinct to support 
anything the police choose to do to 
“protect public safety.” Does anyone 
really think that a white prisoner would 
have been treated the same way? If 
middle class people are really con- 
cerned about their safety, their logical 
course of action would be to demand 
an end to government policies that are 
driving people into poverty and crime. 
At the height of the Vietnam war, 
antiwar activists who realized the futil- 
ity of trying to use the courts to stop the 
war organized their own war crimes 
tribunal, headed by Bertrand Russell 
and Jean-Paul Sartre, which made 
evidence of war crimes available to 
anyone willing to listen. Similarly, we 
must use our imagination to devise 
alternatives to the other non-working 
state institutions, i.e. workers’ co-ops 
to substitute for the fast-disappearing 
salaried positions. Thanks to Mu- 
lroney, a lot of people may be more 
willing to consider anarchist-oriented 
alternatives than at any recent time in 
history. Let’s not waste the chance. 





litical prisoners in Europe since the 
IRA/INLA (Irish National Liberation 
Army) one that took place in 1981 
which saw 10 Irish P.O.W.’s die. 
Jose Manuel Sevillano Martin has 
been the first of the hungerstrikers to 
die. Like the rest of the prisoners, he 
was being force-fed, a practice 
which has been condemned as a 
form of torture. To date there are still 
approximately 30 prisoners con- 
tinuing the hungerstrike, though 
they have suffered irreversible inju- 
ries and are in a state of near-death. 
The main demand of the prisoners 
has been one which all the revolu- 
tionary prisoners in Europe have 
been fighting for: association. With 
the re-emergence of armed struggle 
in Europe during the 60’s and 70’s 
there has been a counter-insur- 
gency aimed at crushing both the 
clandestine resistance and the cap- 
tured guerrillas. Because the prison- 
ers represent the most visible front 
of the struggle they are targetted by 
counter-insurgency forces with the 
aim of breaking their resistance. 
This was created and perfected in 
West Germany with the use of isola- 
tion in the form of the “dead wings”. 
These “dead wings” are entire 
prison blocks that are empty with 
the exception ofa sole prisoner. This 
prisoner is kept in solitary confine- 
ment in a cell designed to cause 
maximum psychological damage. 
The model for this is the Stammheim 
prison in Stuttgart, West Germany 
where many Red Army Fraction 


: (urban guerrilla group) members are 


' imprisoned within its “dead wings”. 





This so-called “Stammheim model” 
has been adapted by various Euro- 
pean states with the aim of destroy- 
ing their political prisoners. Itis in this 
context that the GRAPO/PCE (r) 
hungerstrike is now taking place. 
With the advent of the European 
unification in ’92, this an attempt by 
the Spanish government to eliminate 
resistance. It should be seen as a 
prototype of how other European 
states will deal with their political 
prisoners as well as the resistance 
movements in general. As the hun- 
gerstrike enters its second year it is 
still vital that pressure is brought to 
bear on the Spanish government. 
Over the past year this has taken the 
form of demonstrations, protests, 
embassy occupations and direct 
action. This must continue and we 
urge people to undertake any action 
of which they are capable. 


Anarchist Hotline 


For information on upcoming events of interest to the 
anarchist or activist community, or if you know of an 
event the community should know about, call the anar- 
chist hotline, 535-5731. 
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Ecomedia is an international "wire service" that acts as 
an alternative to regular news services.We focus on 
news and often censored information on autonomous 
and anarchist resistance and analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in three 
main projects: a radio show every Wednesday on CKLN 
88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm on the “Word of Mouth" 
program; also another radio spot at 12:15pm Fridays on 
CIUT 89.5 FM; and the bulletin in your hands. Published 
bi-weekly and free at locations around the city; sub- 
scriptions are $15/yr (26 issues) mailed monthly to cut 
costs. Order from the address on the front with cheques 
or M.O.'s payable to Ecomedia. 








